Merry Christmas!

Once our King Jesus quoted the prophet Isaiah, “The Spirit of the
Sovereign LORD is on me, because the LORD has anointed me to
proclaim good news to the poor. He has sent me to bind up the
brokenhearted, to proclaim freedom for the captives and release from
darkness for the prisoners, 2 to proclaim the year of the LORD’s favor.”
They watched Jesus with amazement. Isaiah goes on to say, “…to
comfort all who mourn, 3 and provide for those who grieve in Zion—
to bestow on them a crown of beauty instead of ashes, the oil of
joy instead of mourning, and a garment of praise instead of a spirit of
despair.” Jesus brings Joy to all!

Update on Kaylene
Many are asking about Kaylene. On December 2nd she had a terrible collision on the
volleyball court and broke her arm and leg. Both required surgery, inserting plates and screws.
After eight days in the hospital they released her. She is now at home. The body of Christ has
rallied around her, bringing food for our family, special equipment and even cleaning the house!
Others have contributed generously toward medical expenses.
Kaylene is eating and conversing well. She can make it to the bathroom by herself now using
a "platform walker" (a walker modified for someone with a broken arm). Still in a lot of pain at
times, she takes medicine as needed to keep it under control. Nurses and therapists come to give
special care and to challenge her to new activities. We are grateful for the progress, but we long
for her to join us at the dinner table. We are hoping that by the last week in January she will start
putting weight on her leg, maybe even walking a little by mid-February.
We do not despair. We can still put on that "garment of praise." Ultimately, God is our hope,
our strength and our song.

"So we’re not giving up. How could we! Even though on the outside it often looks like
things are falling apart on us, on the inside, where God is making new life, not a day
goes by without his unfolding grace. These hard times are small potatoes compared to
the coming good times, the lavish celebration prepared for us. There’s far more here
than meets the eye. The things we see now are here today, gone tomorrow. But the things
we can’t see now will last forever."
(From The Message, 1 Cor. 4:16-18)
"Therefore we do not lose heart. Though outwardly we are wasting away, yet inwardly
we are being renewed day by day. 17 For our light and momentary troubles are
achieving for us an eternal glory that far outweighs them all. 18 So we fix our eyes not
on what is seen, but on what is unseen, since what is seen is temporary, but what is
unseen is eternal."
(1 Cor. 4:16-18, NIV)

